
 

Condo Etiquette 

In a condominium community, your neighbors are more than just your neighbors. Beyond any 
common interests you might share, you also have the same strong financial interest in keeping 
your property attractive and well maintained.  So, as neighbors and co-investors, you're going to 
have to co-exist and cooperate.  Like good manners, “condo etiquette” is largely just a matter of 
common sense and common courtesy.  With that in mind, here are some common sense rules 
to observe: 

 Noise…  Contrary to what the builder or realtor may have told you, our walls and floors are 
not sound proof.  A good rule of thumb is to limit loud activities, parties, etc. (both indoors 
and outdoors) to between the hours of 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.  If you have neighbors who work 
second shift (as some of our unit owners do), it would be even better to limit those loud 
activities to between noon and 10 p.m. 

 Keep those appliances in good working order…  Damage caused by a leaky dishwasher, 
clothes washer, or water heater may not be limited to your condo, especially if you live on 
the second floor, and a clothes dryer vent not kept clean and unobstructed can cause a fire 
that could potentially damage several units or even the building structure.  It is a good 
practice to have all appliances and furnaces professionally maintained on a regular basis. 

 More on water… Please be extremely careful when cleaning or working around the fire 
sprinklers inside your home.  Breaking a sprinkler head will result in the rapid release of 
several gallons of water per minute.  Should this happen, it is essential that you know 
where/how to quickly turn off the water supply to your unit.  Every unit owner has been given 
a key to the maintenance room in the front courtyard of the building, which houses water 
shut-off valves to portions of the building.  If you need instruction on how to turn off water 
valves in the event of an emergency, please contact any association officer or director. 

 Just a note on outdoor faucets… The outdoor faucets on both sides of the building are shut 
off, but can be turned on by opening the appropriate valve in the maintenance room.  They 
are shut off at the source due to leaking water from the faucets, so please be sure to shut off 
the valve in the maintenance room after use. 

 Parking…  Vehicle parking for you and your guests is limited to the area directly in front of 
your garage door.  There is room for two vehicles in front of the one-car garages and four 
vehicles in front of the two-car garages on the west side of the building.  For those garages 
on the east side of the building, there is room for one vehicle in front of the one-car garages 
and two vehicles in front of the two-car garages.  If that is not sufficient for you and your 
guests, there is additional parking on the east side of the building for your use, and street 
parking is allowed (subject to city parking laws).  Please do not park in the driveways; doing 
so could prevent entry by emergency vehicles.  

 Snow…  In the event of a snowfall of two or more inches, a contracted snow plower will 
come to remove the snow from the driveways and sidewalks.  It would be very helpful to 
move any vehicles parked outside so that the truck can do a thorough job of snow removal.  
If that’s not possible, please be sure to shovel away any snow remaining around your 
vehicle for the sake of safety and as a courtesy to your neighbors. 

 Trash… Collection day is Monday morning.  Trash and separated recyclables should be 
placed directly outside your garage, preferably the morning of collection, or no earlier than 
the night before.  Please properly secure your trash so that it does not end up blowing all 
over the yard, and take your trash containers in as soon as possible after garbage pick up.  
Note:  Did you know that state and local laws require everyone in Wisconsin to recycle?  If 
you need a recycle bin, please notify the Association Treasurer, so that she may request 
one from our trash collection service.  For more information, please visit 
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/WA422.pdf. 
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 More on Trash…  Please help keep our property neat by picking up any litter lying around 
instead of waiting for someone else to do so.  And for those living on the second level, 
please do not throw paper, cigarette butts, food, etc. from your balconies, and clean up any 
spills before they drip down to the patio below.  Furthermore, the woods behind our building 
are there for enjoyment and beauty, and should not be used as a dumping ground for trash 
and yard waste.   

 Pets, etc…  Unit owners are allowed up to two pets as set forth in association bylaws.  
When outdoors, please control your pet at all times, and promptly clean up after your pet.  
Use of bird feeders is allowed, provided you keep the area around the feeder clean and free 
of weeds, excess seed waste, etc. 

 And finally…  Get involved with your condo association.  You don't have to take on a lot of 
responsibilities to be a member but it's worth it to be kept informed and on the inside track.  
After all, your home is your greatest asset and you want to be kept abreast of its physical 
and financial status as well as having some influence in how it is run. 

Be reasonable and respectful... be friendly and tolerant... and you'll be happy living in a condo 
with neighbors all dedicated to your common good and contentment. 

 


